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In 2023, LifeWise Academy celebrated its fifth 

year of bringing Bible education to public school 
students DURING SCHOOL HOURS. Since 2019, 

our generous supporters helped position us to 

launch programs for hundreds of schools to reach 

tens of thousands of students.

This report serves as a comprehensive overview of 

LifeWise Academy’s current reach and influence. 

It is a testament to our commitment to building on 

a historical growth trajectory, aiming to bring the 

gospel to 50 million public school students across 

all 50 states. The data and insights presented in 

this impact report provide a clear snapshot of the 

positive influence LifeWise has on students’ lives.

The numbers help tell the story, but they aren’t 

the only story. Each month, we hear accounts from 

LifeWise programs across the nation testifying to 

the students and families transformed by the saving 

power of Jesus Christ. God is doing it, and we are 

thrilled to be along for the ride.

The work of LifeWise  
is possible because of 
people like you. 

joel penton
Founder & CEO

From the CEO
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2018

2 5 8
36

133

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

340+

340
confirmed schools

27,016*

current enrollment

15
confirmed states

Exponential Growth Current Reach

schools 
served
YEAR YEARoverover

2023-24 School Year

* As of Jan. 10, 2024. 
35,000+ is the estimated 
enrollment by end of 
school year.
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Dear LifeWise Academy,

We are immensely grateful for the transformative impact that the 

LifeWise program has had on our family’s educational journey so 

far this year. Making the decision to switch schools solely to enroll 

our children in this remarkable program has proven to be one of the 

most rewarding choices we’ve made.

Witnessing our daughter sing songs like ‘Days of Creation’ has been 

a constant joy for our family. The program’s ability to weave music 

into the fabric of learning has not only made the lessons memorable 

but has also instilled a sense of joy and connection to the teachings.

Equally, we’ve marveled at the insightful questions posed by our 

son, a testament to the program’s effectiveness in sparking genuine 

curiosity and engagement with the Bible. LifeWise has truly 

brought the Scriptures to life for our children, fostering a deep 

understanding and connection to their faith.

The decision to enroll in LifeWise has proven to be a great 

investment in our children’s spiritual and intellectual growth. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the organizers and educators 

behind this program for providing such a valuable and enriching 

experience. Our family feels blessed to have this opportunity 

within our community, and we look forward to the continued 

growth and inspiration that LifeWise brings to our children’s lives.

Letter from a Parent

EssentialsOne sixth grade boy shared that he 

is Muslim. He had questions about 
Christian beliefs and wanted to talk 

about them. As he attends LifeWise 

each week, the director and teachers 

at his LifeWise program are building 

a friendship with him and get to have 

ongoing conversations about Jesus.

a Lifewise director

One student would share with 

her mom what she was learning at 

LifeWise. The mother was moved 

by the “light of joy” she witnessed in 

her daughter and desires to attend 
church. Now the local church has 

the opportunity to connect with and 

support this family.

a Lifewise director

Stories from the Classroom

A LifeWise Parent

65
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8%

16%

76% 
agree

School & Students  
Benefit from LifeWise

Positive Impact on 
Outlook, Attitude 

& Motivation

attitude

65%
27%

8%

Students Eager 
to Talk About 

LifeWise

excitement

63%
26%

11%

Agree

Neutral

Disagree

1%

77% 22%

LifeWise Helps  
my Child Make 

Better Decisions

decisions

1%
13%

86%

Home Faith-Based 
Conversations 

Have Grown

conversations

recommends other parents 
enroll children

96% 
agree

3%

1%

school 
introduces 

Lifewise

attendance

behavior improves

behavior improves

academic performance

1
year

2
year

3
year

4
year

Ambassador Enterprises 

commissioned a third-party 

data research firm, Thomas 

P. Miller & Associates, 

to measure the impact 

of LifeWise Academy's 

programs. In the first year, 

as student participation 

increased by 10% in a 

LifeWise program, school 

attendance rates improved 

by nearly 7%. In the second 

and third years, schools with 

LifeWise programming saw 

declines in both in-school and 

out-of-school suspensions.

LifeWise  
benefits  
schools  
& students

third-party 
Study Shows

Outcomes Study Spring 2023 Surveys
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Amplifying the Message

Published in May 2023, During School Hours, is the true story of how 

our nation systematically removed religious education from the public 

school day and how LifeWise Academy is bringing it back. The book's 

first half investigates why religious education was removed from 

America's public schools, the unintended consequences of its removal 

and why reinstalling it is a game-changer. Its second half explains 

how this new and rapidly growing organization is using a little-known 

Supreme Court decision to bring it back—During School Hours.

 A book with an amazing true story 
that we can be a part of! 
I had heard some of the story, but this 

book is a well done and easy to read 

comprehensive overview. … It makes 

you want to buy more copies and give 

to your friends.

Jeff B

How does every believer not know 
about this???

Martin

You're gonna want a bunch of copies.
Oh my goodness. This is literally 

something every public school in the 

whole country could do … and it’s 

actually happening.

Jolene

“LifeWise is a sign of hope amid an 

increasingly secularized culture.” 

Faithwire.com

In the Media

And 50+ Other News Sites

Featured in
BESTSELLER
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https://lifewise.org/during-school-hours-book/
https://www.amazon.com/During-School-Hours-Reinstalling-Religious/dp/B0BZ5599J8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3JVIY8HZSCNVG&keywords=during+school+hours+joel+penton&qid=1681838418&sprefix=%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://lifewise.org/during-school-hours-book/
https://www.foxnews.com/faith-values/more-than-300-public-schools-nationwide-learn-bible-this-year
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Founder & CEO
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derek stemen
VP of Advancement

Executive Team
Meet the

Our Leadership Financial Stewardship

“At NCF, we are privileged to work with 

a number of ministries and LifeWise is 

one of the most impactful. Their passion 

and ability to reach children with the 

gospel is unmatched. LifeWise stewards 

the resources they have been entrusted 

in a way that results in a real Kingdom 

return on investment.” 

recognition for excellence

LifeWise is recognized as a 

top tier organization by both 

Guidestar and Charity Navigator 

for financial stewardship, 

transparency and accountability.

LifeWise successfully completed an audit by Rea & Associates to demonstrate excellence 

in financial controls and stewardship. Rea & Associates stated, "Embarking on their 

first-ever audit during a time of tremendous growth, the Lifewise Academy team was a 

pleasure to work with as they continue to build a culture of transparency, accuracy and 

trust. The audit goes beyond just the compliance, it is about building a relationship that 

helps tell their financial story for the years ahead."

fiscal 2023 audit

- Dwight Montgomery

President at National
Christian Foundation Ohio

board of directors 

 Jim Hocker          Steve Hubbard          Brad Hulls         Justin Kershaw          

  Dave Kirkey          Joel Penton          Tim Stoller        
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vision fund
39.73%

$3,786,652

program funds
60.27%

$5,744,152

How the Dollars Are Invested Fiscal Year 2023 Spending

1) Local Staff: Directors & teachers

2) Facilities: Classroom(s)

3) Transportation: Shuttles & buses

4) Misc: Supplies, insurance, printing, etc.

5) Program Support: IT, curriculum, accounting,

legal, coaching, etc.

PROGRAM
funds
Impacting 

Students Today

1

34

25

While the Program Funds (funded locally) impact students today by sustaining local 

programs, the Vision Fund (funded centrally) impacts students in the future by building 

out the infrastructure, resources and team necessary to sustain exponential growth 

beyond the first 1,000 schools.

1) Operational Capacity: IT, support staff

2) Strategic Initiatives: Curriculum 

development,  CityWide, training facility

3) Proactive Staff: Development reps, regional 

reps, state offices

4) Marketing: Public relations, Government 

relations, paid advertising

5) Grants: Start-up matches, pacesetter, 

CityWide, rescue

vision 
fund

Building to Impact 
Students in the Future

1

2

34

5

For exponential growth and long-term 

sustainability, LifeWise invests in two 

key areas: Vision and Program.
Total Spend: 

$9,530,804
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5%

increased investments in:

Strategic IT & Automation Projects

Curriculum 

Development  

& Translation

Creative &  

Marketing

Essentials

3%

85 years175 years
increased investments in:

Program Training & Coaching

Administrative  

& IT Support

Senior 

Leadership

Accelerated
of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

Over 90% Within

projected impact:projected impact:

Looking Forward

to reach the nation3
13,000 Districts 90,000 schools 50 million students

Over 90% Within

plans

investment required:  

$30M*

investment required:  

$50M*

increased investments in:

Start-up & Pacesetter Grants for 

Strategic & Inner City Programs

State & Regional 

Staff/Offices

Government & 

Public Relations

10%

35 years

Maximum
of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

projected impact:

Over 90% Within

investment required:  

$100M

5%

increased investments in:

Strategic IT & Automation Projects

Curriculum 

Development  

& Translation

Creative &  

Marketing

Essentials

3%

85 years175 years
increased investments in:

Program Training & Coaching

Administrative  

& IT Support

Senior 

Leadership

Accelerated
of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

Over 90% Within

projected impact:projected impact:

Looking Forward

to reach the nation3
13,000 Districts 90,000 schools 50 million students

Over 90% Within

plans

investment required:  

$30M
investment required:  

$50M

increased investments in:

Start-up & Pacesetter Grants for 

Strategic & Inner City Programs

State & Regional 

Staff/Offices

Government & 

Public Relations

10%

35 years

Maximum
of Schools  
Nationwide  
by 2030

projected impact:

Over 90% Within

investment required:  

$100M*

* All three plans project for 
financial sustainability of the 
LifeWise central office and 
ongoing expansion efforts 
through program fees.
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LifeWise has a bold mission to reach 90,000 schools across 
13,000 districts with Bible education during school hours. 
We’ve identified three distinct growth plans, each demanding 

varying levels of support and progressing at different speeds. 

Whatever the pace, we must consider that 50 million public 
school students await the transformative power of God’s Word. 

Please join us in investing the gospel of Jesus Christ into the 

hearts of the next generation through LifeWise Academy.

the differenceYou can be
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“All your children  
will be taught  

by the LORD,  
and great will  
be their peace.”

Isaiah 54:13

lifewise.org/2023report
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